LOOKING

FOR A

- VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY?

BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER!

CASA stands for Gourt Appointed Special Advocate. CASA volunteers are everyday citizens, from all walks of life, who are
% .trdlhé&=ahd-up§nlnted to advooate for the best Interests of children who are victims of abuse and neglect.
i ‘CASA volunteers fraquently become the most congistent adult presence in the child's life,

What does a CASA volunteer do?

LEARN

Learn all you can about the child
and his or her family and life

OUR HISTORY
1n 1977, lhe first CASA!GM.
PIOQram was Iaunﬂml by
Seattie’s Honorable Judge
Soukup. He. belllud children
who had ox_peuenced ‘abuse
or.neplect needed tralned
volunteers speaking up for
heirbest IMerest in the
courtroom. Since then,
approximately 1,000 progtams
have launched across the LLS.

ENGAGE

Engage with the child during
regular visits.

CASA/GAL valunteers advocate for
the'best interests of children who

due to the demanding case-loads of the other court-appointed professionals.

have experienced abuse or
neglect. Here's what that means

REPORT

Report whiat you have learned
and observed to the court

COLLABORATE

Collaborate with others to ensure that
necessary services are provided and are
in the child's best interest.

RECOMMEND

Spaak up for the child's best Interests in court. Make
recommendations regarding the child's placament and
needed sarvices, and monitor the child's situation until the

 OUR MISSION

} Om team woﬂts 16 train and

support Court Appcinied
Spaciat Advocate voluniteers

. .hﬂigua'tdia'ﬁs'udrlrtem.
. This work s essentiel to our

core mission that every child
who fias experienced abuse
or neglect should have a
voice, a safe and loving home,

.85d the oppartunity to thrive.

case is released by the court.

To volunteer, or for more information

Advocates for Families CASA
116 East High st.
Mt. Vernon 43050

419-289-9412

www.advocatesforfamilies.org/CASA

CASA@advocatesforfamilies.org

?

\CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

Farr{ilies

ADYOCATES FOR FAMILIES



Free Upcoming CASA Volunteer Pre-Service
Training Fall 2024!

Be a voice for a child in your community!

What is a CASA?
Court Appointed Special Advocates are trained volunteers appointed by the court to provide advocacy for children
who are under the jurisdiction of the courts due to abuse, neglect or dependency. The CASA serves as the "eyes and
ears” of the court.

What are the qualifications?

You must be at least 21 years of age
Successfully pass screening requirements
Must be able to pass a background check

Complete the written application
Complete the personal interview
Complete the 30-hour pre-service training

What is the role of a CASA volunteer?
Meet with the child monthly, Investigate and monitor case progress. Advocate for the child's wishes during court
proceedings.

How does a CASA investigate a case?
To prepare a recommendation for the court, the CASA talks with the child, parents, family members, caseworkers,
school personnel, health providers, and others who are knowledgeable about the child's history. A CASA will then
make written recommendations to the court.

What is the time commitment of volunteering?
The time commit is approximately 10 hours per month for the duration of one specific case. Cases can last one to
two years.

How do | apply?
CASA Volunteer Application:
https://oh-ashland.evintosolutions.comivolunteerapplication

Thank you for your interest in helping our area’s most vuinerable Children!

For more information, please contact:
Nature McPesk Knox County CASA Coordinator
116 E High St, Mt Vernon, OH 43050
740-293-6799 option #7
nature@advocatesforfamilies.org
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Lrnart Appra-nted Speciol Advodares
i+ ! Find us on Facebook or Ingtagram! Get Involved — Learn More and Give, FOR CHILDRER



